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views on them. We should have the faith that, if our conduct is
pure, others will be affected by it. I do not know what the Jain
sadhus do, but if they remain indifferent about the evil customs
of society, I have no doubt that it is improper.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 29-7-1928

119.   BOYCOTT OR NON-CO-OPERATION
A friend writes:1
Nowadays, when there is restlessness, violence and impatience
in the minds of the people, even the best of things are misused.
At such a time, if we use the words boycott and non-co-operation
and if we use individual or collective adjectives before these
words, it is bound to be misunderstood. Hence, we should merely
suggest the limitation of each thing and, while putting it into
practice, fully bear in mind those limitations and be satisfied.
Even in individual boycott or non-co-operation, there ought not
to be the slightest degree of himsa. I do not suggest hatred to-
wards those who in old age marry young girls. These persons are
to be pitied. When the passion of enmity possesses a man he
loses his senses. The most sacred relationships are obliterated.
This intoxication is even worse than that of drink. Therefore,
remembering out own weaknesses and faults, we should pity the
old men who are full of lust. But to pity them and to co-operate
with them are two distinct things. True compassion has no
room for blind love or infatuation. Hence, anyone who has erred
is guilty of an offence against society and it is extremely im-
portant that he should be made to realize it. And that realiza-
tion can be brought about only through boycott or non-co-
operation. It may be imparted either by punishing the offender
or by depriving him of rights which society has given him on
certain terms. There is a difference beween depriving them of the
rights and punishing them. It is one thing if I employ a person
as a servant, believing that he is honest, and dismiss him upon
finding him to be not. But it is another if I give him physical
punishment, or deprive him of his house, etc., or register a
1 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had stated that it
was likely that people might boycott the entire family of an old man who
married a young girl, whereas the proper thing would be to boycott the indi-
vidual alone,